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Fundamentals 

Who is required a visa? 

What kind of visa?  
– Schengen (short term) 

– National (long term)  

Where and when to apply? 
– German embassies and consulates (§ 71 p. 2 RA) 

– Prior to entering Germany  

– Involvement (subpoena) of the local foreigners 
authorities in the visa procedure 



Application process 

Application by e-mail, fax, regular mail …? 

Booking an appointment and  

 application in person  

Online: 
– https://videx.diplo.de/videx/desktop/index.html#start 

– Https://digital.diplo.de/ 

Assistance by third parties 
– Service providers 

– IOM’s Family Assistance Programme 

https://videx.diplo.de/videx/desktop/index.html#start
https://digital.diplo.de/
https://digital.diplo.de/


2021 

 

287.614  short stay visas 

304.773  national visas  

92.772  visa applications rejected 

 

 



2021 

 

Family reunification 

9.891 visa  (joining refugees) 

5.958 visa  (joining bsp) 

 

Long waiting times (Beirut, Islamabad: 1 year) 

 



Remedies / Court 

„Remonstration“ at the German mission 

 

Administrative Court of Berlin (first instance) 
17.597 cases in total (2021) 

4.121 immigration cases including visa cases  

2.814 visa cases 

 

12.6 months: lawsuit in visa cases 

1.4 months: interim order in visa cases 

 



Specific questions 

Application within the Schengen area 

 



Specific questions 

Clarified Identity ≠ directive 2003/86/EC ?  

 

 

 

 

 

(OVG Berlin-Brandenburg, OVG 3 N 34/21, 5 July 2022) 

 



Specific questions 

CJEU, judgments of 1 August 2022 

  

jc C-273/20 and C-355/20  

(parents   minor child in Germany) 

 

C-279/20  

(minor child    parent in Germany) 

 

 



Thank you! 
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Further information: 
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/visa-service/-/215870#content_10 
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/20/028/2002842.pdf  
(German Parliament, BT-Drs. 20/2842 of 20 July 2022 
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